
 

 

 

Recently I held a collaborative roundtable with local and state officials, Pennsylvania State Police 

and PennDot representatives, to address the dangers of overweight trucks travelling down the 

Giants Despair roadway. As you may recall we have experienced several serious accidents on that 

road tragically resulting in one death and considerable property damage; All because trucks 

exceeding the 10 ½ ton weight limit have ignored the current warning signs.  

During the meeting we discussed several suggestions to address this dangerous problem. One 

proposal was to make the entrance from Rt 115 onto Laurel Run Rd a One Way just from Rt 115 

and Laurel Run Rd to the intersection of Oakridge Rd and Laurel Run Rd, approximately 150 – 

200 yards from Rt 115. In order to thoroughly explore this proposal, PennDot would conduct a 

standard analysis survey to determine the feasibility of this proposal. In order to conduct this 

process, our local municipalities, that would be affected by this survey, would need to officially 

request PennDot to institute this process. This is the main reason for my letter requesting you to 

proceed according to your local governing rules and simply request this survey be completed by 

PennDot. Once this survey is completed the information will be shared with all affected 

municipalities and then schedule a meeting to discuss the results and potential solutions to this 

critical problem.  Request for this survey can be addressed to: 

Richard N. Roman, P.E. | District Executive  

Engineering District 4-0 

PA Department of Transportation 

55 Keystone Industrial Park Road | Dunmore, PA 18512 

In addition to this survey, PennDot and elected officials will also engage in conversations with our 

PA Turnpike Officials to prevent trucks exceeding the 10 ½ ton limit from exiting the turnpike at 

exit 105 to Rt 115 and proceed to the Pittston exit 115.  

Another solution is to contact the National and PA State Trucking Association to share the 

information, with their members and their affiliates, to educate and alert their drivers of this 

important change in routes and road restrictions.  To address this concern, there will also be an 



attempt to increase fines on the trucking companies and the drivers for violating the weight limit 

requirements.  

In closing, I am happy to inform everyone that PennDot has begun changing, enlarging, and adding 

additional signs to the affected roadways in an attempt to prevent any more accidents until we can 

all agree on our final solution.  

My sincere thanks is extended to everyone who engaged in these conversations and I would like 

to thank you in advance, as well, for your cooperation to address this important concern.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact my office regarding this issue or any concern you may have in the 

future.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Representative Eddie Day Pashinski 
House of Representatives, District 121 
 


