
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 14, 2021

SCRANTON SCHOOL BOARD STATEMENT ON
BUILDING RECONFIGURATION PLAN

At its meeting on April 12 2021, the Board of Education voted to table a decision on the
future of George Bancroft Elementary school while voting to adopt the other provisions of
the building reconfiguration plan previously put forward in January 2021.

As part of the implementation of the Recovery Plan adopted in August 2019, the decision
was made to begin the transfer of the District’s 5th grade students from elementary to
intermediate schools, starting in 2021-22.   The Whittier Annex will not be reopened, with
4th grade students returning to the main building. Students in 5th grade have transitioned to
South Scranton Intermediate School for the remainder of this school year.  In the 2021-22
school year, students entering 5th grade will attend the Northeast or South Intermediate
School as determined by home address.

The Board also voted to procure a current market valuation of the Administration Building,
as a first step towards the Recovery Plan’s recommendation for its eventual disposition.

Bancroft is currently closed due to CDC and DOH recommendations concerning ventilation
for educational facilities in a time of COVID.  The existing HVAC system is not adequate to
allow reopening in the short term.  A draft facilities study was presented to the Board
during the meeting by a representative of D’Huy Engineering. Full remediation of the
building, including essential plumbing, electrical and structural work, also necessary in
other buildings throughout the District, is estimated to cost in excess of $7.5 million.
Discussion of the work required to address the ventilation needs alone indicated that
students would likely be displaced for at least the remainder of the calendar year.
Additionally,  replacement of the current system would not be the recommended course of
action in a full remediation plan.
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